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33% of women and 42% of men 
in Victorian prisons have been 
found to have an Acquired 
Brain Injury (ABI), compared 
with 2% in the general 
Australian community.
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The facts



The facts

– Disability is often hidden and not recognised

– People do not receive the right supports or 
respect in the justice system

– Lawyers are not trained to recognise the 
signs of disability, and are not aware of 
supports available

– There is rarely enough time for meaningful 
communications to establish people’s needs

Why is this resource necessary?



Practical resources to support people with disability 
in the criminal justice system.

– Facts to help court and legal professionals 
recognise the signs of disability

– Practical guides and downloads 
for navigating justice and disability support services

– Service and program contacts for referrals

– Stories from people with disability and lived 
experience of the criminal justice system

SupportingJustice.net

The resource



– Designed with lawyers, support workers and people 
with disability to help lawyers recognise the signs of 
client disability. 

– Intended for supporters or carers to complete with 
people with disability charged with an offence, at a 
time and in a place that suits them best, outside of 
the pressured court environment.

Preparing for court: 
client form

SupportingJustice.net



– A guide to what to do and what to avoid when 
communicating with people with disability. 

– This guide has been designed for reference when 
preparing for or conducting meetings, or in 
courtroom settings.

Effective communication with 
people with disability

SupportingJustice.net





Tip 1

Adopt human-centred design 
principles

Top 3 tips











Tip 2

Make time and space 
for accessible 
project activities

Top 3 tips









Tip 3

Ask the question

Top 3 tips







What change do you hope to see 
as a result of this work?



Questions?

SupportingJustice.net
@InnovateJustice
@hellopapergiant

Discussion




