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"It is important to … monitor the newspaper 
coverage of crime to assess whether or not 
the overall picture of crime which 
newspapers … produce is informative 
and balanced" (Ditton and Duffy, 1983).
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Current study
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Findings
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Offender characteristics

Offender characteristics Variable Total Sample Reported Sample
+/- between Total Sample and 

Reported Sample
Proportion of variable reported

Offender sex

Male 79% 82.7% + 3.7% 56%

Female 21% 17.3% - 3.7% 44%

Total

Offender age

Under 24 years old 57.7% 41% - 16.7% 52.5%

Over 24 years old 42.3% 59% + 16.7% 55.4%

Total

Offender intoxication

Yes 57.5% 56.2% - 1.3% 52%

No* 42.5% 43.8% + 1.3% 55%

Total
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Incident characteristics

Incident characteristics
Variable Total Sample Reported Sample

+/- between Total Sample and 
Reported Sample

Proportion of variable 
reported

Type of injury*

Wound 68.5% 56.7% - 11.8% 44%

GBH 31.5% 43.2% + 11.7% 73%

Total

Location of incident

Private 52.3% 50% - 2.3% 53%

Public 47.7% 50% + 2.3% 60%

Total

Sex of victim

Male 81.8% 79.5% - 2.3% 52%

Female 18.2% 20.4% + 2.2% 60%

Total 100%

Relationship

Known 61.5% 60.7% - 0.8% 54%

Unknown 38.4% 39.2% + 0.8% 56%

Total
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Mechanism of injury

Mechanism of injury GBH Wounding Total Sample Reported Sample

+/- in proportion 
between Total 

Sample and 
Reported Sample

Proportion of 
variable reported

(%) (%) (%) (%) % (%)

Small blades 3.5% 29.1% 32.6% 28.1% - 4.5% 47%

Body 13.8% 1.5% 15.3% 21.6% + 6.3% 77%

Drinking glass 0.6% 10% 10.6% 7.6% - 3.0% 39%

Glass bottle 0.3% 8.2% 8.5% 7.6% - 0.9% 48%

Blunt implement 3.2% 2.4% 5.6% 7% + 1.4% 68%

Tools 0.3% 5% 5.3% 6% + 0.7% 61%

Multiple 2.6% 2.1% 4.7% 3.2% - 1.5% 37.5%

Firearm 2.1% 1.5% 3.5% 6.5% + 3.0% 100%

Sport equipment 1.5% 1.8% 3.2% 3.2% ~ _ 54.5%

Scissors 0.3% 2.9% 3.2% 1.6% - 1.6% 27%

Vehicle 2.6% 0.3% 2.9% 3.7% + 0.8% 70%

Large blades 0.6% 2.4% 2.9% 2.2% - 0.7% 40%

Miscellaneous 
domestic objects

0.30% 1.2% 1.5% 1% - 0.5% 40%



ANZSOC, 2019

Implications
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Limitations and where to next?
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